Pumpkin Prayer Lesson

!

Dear Jesus, Open my mind so I can learn about You. As you cut the top of the pumpkin, talk about ways God helps us to learn about
Him and why we need to be open to what God wants to do in our lives. “Know that the Lord, He is God.” (Psalm 100:3)

!

Take all my sin and forgive the wrong things that I do. Scoop out the inside of the pumpkin to show how God removes our sins
(seeds of disobedience, impatience, jealousy, hatred) and forgives us. He cleanses our hearts and makes us a new creation! Show how
clean the inside of the pumpkin is now.“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us” (1 John 1:9)

!

Open my eyes so Your love I will see. As you carve the eyes in the shape of a heart, discuss how God’s laws are to protect us from
harm, and that he has given his Word (and all good things) because of his immense love for us.
“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things from your law.” (Psalm 119:18)

!

I’m sorry for times I’ve turned up my nose at what You’ve given me. Carve a cross-shaped nose and ask, “What does it mean to turn
our nose up at something? ‘Turning up our nose’ means we don’t like it. Sometimes we don’t like a certain food or toy or shirt. When we
are not thankful and grumble about what we have (or don't have), we are complaining against God. But we have been given so much!
When we remember that Jesus died on the cross for us, we know that God has given us all we really need.”
“…be thankful unto Him, and bless his name.” (Psalm 100:4)

!

Open my ears so Your word I will hear. Carve the ears into a rectangle to represent the Bible and ask, “Do your parents ever have to
tell you to do something more than once?” Just like our parents, God wants us to listen to Him. In the Bible God tells us about how much
He loves us, how He wants us to live, and how He will help us. “Incline your ear, and come to Me” (Isaiah 55:3)

!

Open my mouth to tell others You’re near. Carve the mouth into the shape of a fish. Jesus told His disciples that they would no longer
catch fish but would instead fish for people by telling them about God’s love for them. We can be “fishers of men” and use our mouths to
tell others about Jesus, too. “I shall . . . declare the works or the Lord” (Psalm 118:17)

!

Let Your light shine in all I say and do! Amen. Light a candle and place it inside the pumpkin. The light stands for the Holy Spirit that
lives in us. When we are open to God's work in our lives, He can shine through us so others will see Jesus in us. Then our friends and
family will be drawn to Jesus, too! Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)
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