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More Than a Class—A Way of Life

Faith formation is not just about what we teach—it’s about how we
live. Every Mass, every act of kindness, every moment of prayer is
an opportunity to encounter Christ.

As a parish, we are committed to forming disciples in all that we
do. We invite you—parents, youth, and volunteers—to join us in
making faith a lived experience. Together, let’s inspire the next
generation not just to know their faith, but to live it.
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FAITH FORMATION PHILOSOPHY

AND
MISSION STATEMENT

Working together to assist in the development of lifelong Catholic
disciples rooted in Word, Sacraments,
Community and Service.

The first and foremost objective of St. Mary Faith Formation Program is to develop in the child knowledge of
God and truths of the Catholic Faith, through both catechesis and example.

WE BELIEVE THAT THE HOME should be the most influential and consistently responsible educational force in
the life of a child. Parents are the primary educators of their children, and therefore it is the responsibility of
St. Mary to nurture the Faith Formation of parents in order to foster faith growth within the family.

WE BELIEVE THAT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES are the “helpmate” of the home whose formation of Christian
attitudes and values of the child is of indispensable and paramount importance.

WE BELIEVE THAT EACH CHILD is endowed with the powerful forces of knowledge and love; and is destined to
enjoy the fullness of life both here and hereafter.

WE BELIEVE THAT CATECHISTS are faith-filled people dedicated to spread the message of Jesus and are
deserving of great respect and gratitude.

OURAIM IS TO:

1) Enrich and supplement the training in the home by providing adult education for parents in order to
foster continuing faith growth within the family.

2) Provide an atmosphere for growth according to the ability and needs of each child as a whole person;
that is the spiritual, moral, physical, and intellectual aspects of his/her life.

3) Give each child the opportunity to respond with thoughtful action, initiative and creativity; and to
attain a level of Christian responsibility.

4) Make a sincere effort to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in preparing each child to experience Jesus’
personal love for them, so they will make spontaneous responses to Jesus in their daily lives as they
continue on their faith journey.



Parish Office

Located at 210 Pleasant Drive, Parish Office hours are Monday through Thursday 8:00am to 5:00pm. The Faith
Formation office is located in the church basement. If you need to reach someone at the Parish office, please
call 920-582-7712 if you need to reach Faith Formation Director, Andy Krueger, please call Office-920-582-

7712 Ext. 206, or email andy.krueger@stmarychurches.org.

If you have questions or concerns, it is best to call the office at 582-7712 Ext 206 or email
andy.krueger@stmarychurches.org. The program director will be happy to return your call or email. Most
forms and information about the program are emailed to families or can be found on the parish website -

www.stmarychurches.org

MASS ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation here at St. Mary Church is one of the
most important parts of the Faith Formation Program. Attendance at Faith Formation class does not take the
place of Mass.

Our Catholic tradition reminds us that Jesus is present in the Word (Scriptures), Sacrament (Eucharist) and in
the people who have assembled (community). We join together in praise, thanksgiving, and worship of God
who is ever-present to us. The songs we sing and the scriptures we read remind us of the teachings of Jesus.
Together, we are renewed, strengthened, validated, and affirmed. We make the choice to grow deeper in
faith and love with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

PARISH MASS SCHEDULE
(for both Winneconne & Omro)

October 1 — March 31
Saturday 4:00 — Winneconne

Sunday 8:30 - Omro / 10:30 - Winneconne
April 1 — September 30 Family
Saturday 4:00 - Omro
Sunday 8:30 — Winneconne / 10:30 — Omro engagement
Let’s take a look at the
Liturgy of the Word with Communion: Monday and Wednesday at 7:30am. numbers:
7 days x 24 hours=168
total hours each



http://www.stmarychurches.org/

General Information

Parent Expectations:

1. The parentis the child’s primary educator through good Christian example.

2. Attend all Sunday and Holy Day Masses with your child(ren).

3. Be an active part of your child’s learning by asking what your child(ren) has learned, going through the
family pages together and teaching basic prayers at home (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, Act of
Contrition, Guardian Angel Prayer, etc.)

4. Actively participate in programs as best as you can, including parent meetings, retreats, parish events,
and volunteer opportunities in the program.

5. Be attentive and aware of happenings in the parish, especially for children and youth. Watch for
special letters and announcements your child brings home. Look in your child(ren)’s folders for
information. Information can also be found on our website and our Facebook page.

Student Expectations:

Behavior is expected to be in a Christian manor at all times showing respect and being cooperative with adults
and other students.

Actively participate in classroom activities and discussions.

Attend classes regularly and complete any assigned activities.

Respect for others and their property at all times.

Speaking respectfully to others.

Showing respect to volunteer Catechists at all times.
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Class Times:

Classes begin in September and run into April.

1%t grade — 5" grade: Wednesday’s following school 3:05 — 4:30.

6t grade — 8t grade: The first and third Wednesday of the month, 6:30-8:00.

High School — The first Sunday of the month.

Confirmation —Candidates meet regularly during their Junior year and are confirmed in the fall of their senior
year. They follow a Confirmation specific calendar with class on the first Sunday of the month.

Inclement Weather/School Closings

When weather conditions require classes to be canceled, notifications will be emailed, and posted on
TEAMREACH. If school is released early due to inclement weather, there will be no Faith Formation Class. If
school is cancelled, there will be no Faith Formation Class.

Registration

Registration opens in the summer. Classes begin in October (see schedule on next page). We will accept
registration and tuition payment online or in the office. If a student is not registered and the fee paid at the
start of classes, the student will not be allowed to walk over for elementary class.

Elementary Specific - Safety must be our top priority and the school helps to ensure that students are safe and
accounted for. | provide a list of students who are walking over to class on Wednesday afternoons. | will only
provide a list of those students with information that has been added/updated by you through the registration
process. Please register/pay prior to the start of class.

**We ask that parents of Elementary students also make the WES classroom teacher aware that the student
will be attending Faith Formation Classes. If your child will not be attending class at any time during the year,
please let us know. We take your child’s safety very seriously.



October 1- March 31

Sunday Mass at 10:30am

April 1 - September 30
Sunday Mass 8:30am

Faith Formation Schedule

QR Code to Website 2026_2027 Updated 6/2026

Elementary Classes Middle School Classes gth —11th Grade
Month 3:05-4:30 First and Third Wednesday October-April
6:30-8:00 9:00-12:30
September 30, Family Night. All families grades 1-11. Meal, orientation/fellowship/prayer experience.
October 7,14,21,28 7,21 4
November 4,11 4 1
November 18, Family Night. All families grades 1-11. Meal, discussion/fellowship/prayer experience.
December 2,9,16 2,16 6
January 6,13,20, 7,21 4
January 27, Family Night. All families grades 1-11. Meal, discussion/fellowship/prayer experience.
February 3,10%,17,24 3,17 7,10%,24
March 3,17,31 3,17 7

March 10, Family Night. All families grades 1-11. Meal, discussion/fellowship/prayer experience.

April | 7,14 | 7 | 4

*Ash Wednesday Feb 10- Mass at 4:30 =Elementary class ends at 4:20
"Middle & High School (6-11) no class this night but please attend Mass.

Sacrament Enrollments:

11*" Grade: Confirmation Enrollment, October 4 (Meeting at 9:30- parents and students) Mass at 10:30(parents and
students), 11:30-12:30 (parents and students)

2" Grade: Reconciliation Enrollment, October 11 (meeting at 9:30) Mass at 10:30

2" Grade: First Communion Enrollment January 11 (meeting at 9:30) Mass at 10:30.

2" Grade: Bread Partner Weekend/ Liturgy Talk/Sacrament Buddy Activity -Feb 7

Retreats: Wednesday Faith

e 2" Grade Reconciliation Retreat - November 7, 1:30-5:00 Fo tiOll Masses:
e 2" Grade First Communion Retreat - March 6, 1:30-5:00 e
(see highlighted dates on table above)

e Confirmation Retreat — February 14, Mt. Tabor Retreat Center, 9-6 )
Mass time: 3:45-4:30




Welcome from the Faith Formation Team
Dear Families,

Welcome! We're so grateful and excited to walk alongside you as you nurture your child’s faith. Being
a part of St. Mary Catholic Church means more than just attending programs—it means growing
together as one parish family, united in Christ.

We see you as essential partners in this journey. You are the “"Domestic Church,” the first and most
important witnesses of faith to your children. We are here to support and uplift you in every step—
through prayer, formation, and community.

As a member of St. Mary Catholic Church, your support—through tithing, service, prayer, and
presence—makes all of this possible.

As the Second Vatican Council reminds us, "7he family is, so to speak, the domestic church” (Lumen
Gentium #11). Your home is the first place your child learns who God is and how to live the faith.
We're here to support you every step of the way.

Here are some practical ways you can nurture faith at home:

Attend Mass regularly and participate in parish ministries

Pray daily as a family, using Scripture, personal intentions, and traditional prayers like the Rosary
Celebrate the Sacraments together, especially Reconciliation and the Eucharist

Model generosity through stewardship, service, and charity

Make faith visible in your home with crucifixes, prayer spaces, and sacred traditions

Share stories of faith, and talk about God'’s presence in daily life—especially in joys and struggles
Encourage your children to pray, serve, and be open to God’s call in their lives

Remember, faith formation doesn’t end in the classroom—it begins at home.

For more ideas and inspiration, visit www.domestic-church.com or explore 7he Family Fully Alive
resources from the Knights of Columbus.

e Please make sure to sign up for TEAM REACH. This is a great way to communicate.
Confirmation Prep — SMW<Confirmation

SMW 2ND Grade Sacrament Prep- SMW2sacramentprep SMW Middle School — SMWMS

SMW Elementary FF- SMWE SMW High School - SMWHS


http://www.domestic-church.com/

Do you have a child aged four to 4thgrade?

-l pesmnloon Check out CLOW if you do! Held on the 1%t and 3™

Children’s Liturgy
Sunday of the month.

CLOW

Children’s Liturgy of the Word or “CLOW” for short!

What is it?

Liturgy of the Word for Children is a program in which the Sunday scripture readings are
proclaimed and explained on a level appropriate to children in grades pre-K (4 yo) - 4th at the
8:30 or 10:30 am Sunday Mass from September through May. Any child in this age group may
participate — no registration is necessary.

What exactly do they do?

After a brief Welcome and Opening Prayer, they listen to the First Reading proclaimed from the
Children’s Lectionary. They are then led in singing a Psalm and Gospel Acclamation. Next, the
Gospel is proclaimed by one of the adult leaders. An age-appropriate reflection on the Word is
shared by the leader through stories, discussions, or pictures — whatever the leader finds most
appropriate to conveying the meaning of the scriptures. The children are then invited to share
their own thoughts and ideas. Following this, the children profess a simple Act of Faith, pray
their Prayers of Intercession, and finally return to their families at the time of the Presentation
of the Gifts.

What is the schedule?
This starts the third weekend of September and runs until the end of May. Occasionally there

will be no CLOW due to a holiday.
How can you help? We are always looking for more leaders to help:

o Adult Leaders - to lead the Scripture service, reflection and prayers at the 10:30 am
Mass for both age groups; leaders of each age group/Mass are scheduled on a rotating
basis; detailed resources for preparation and reflection are provided; previous teaching
experience is not required as this is a ministry of faith-sharing rather than teaching.

e Teen Leaders - they will help the adult leaders by reading, leading discussions, etc.



2" Grade Sacramental Preparation

The Catholic sacraments are gifts that are grounded in the life and ministry of Jesus. By the power of the Holy Spirit, and
through the essential actions of the sacraments, Jesus is present in his Church today to welcome, strengthen, nourish,
heal and empower us to live holy lives and to continue his work.

The Eucharist is the sacrament of initiation which is the spiritual core of Catholic life and provides ongoing nourishment
and strength for members of our Church. Penance/Reconciliation is a sacrament of spiritual healing and conversion in
which we strive to be in a healthy relationship with God, others and ourselves.

In our second-grade classes, the first part of the year will focus on preparation for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation.
The second half of the year will focus on preparation for First Eucharist. In these pages, you will find a schedule,
information about the sacraments, tips on your role as a parent, and information regarding requirements.

Parents, as primary educators of their children, are responsible for preparing them for the sacraments of initiation.
They should strive to be models of moral living, constant faith, and forgiveness. During these months, your child will be
experiencing a very important part of his or her spiritual growth. We want to

support your child, and your entire family, to get the most out of the experiences of this time.

With the support of our parish religious education program, parents should prepare their child for these sacramental
encounters and for life as a Catholic Christian in some of the following ways:
e  Modeling Catholic life by receiving the Sacraments regularly, even after the first sacraments are celebrated.
e Maintaining a regular prayer life in the home
Reviewing the basic prayers with your child
Attending meetings sponsored by the parish in preparation for Penance
Review the catechetical information of the text and class regularly,
e Reading and discussing the Bible stories that teach us about God’s love
and mercy
e Speaking positively of your own experience of the Sacraments
e Helping their child distinguish between deliberate and accidental acts, right and wrong
e Encouraging their child to take responsibility for actions rather than
blaming others.
e Assessing whether their child has a basic understanding of sorrow,
forgiveness, and trying to do better.
e Have conversations about the great gift of the sacraments
e Bring their child to confession again, regularly (at the parish scheduled
times on Saturday and/or the communal celebrations during Advent and Lent.

Sacramental Forms
If you have not already done so, please make sure that our office has the following:
e Baptismal Certificate: We must have copy of your child’s Baptismal certificate before First Reconciliation.
e Data Form: You must complete a Data for Sacramental Register form which you should have received at the First
Reconciliation parent meeting in the fall.

All documents must be received by the Children’s Faith Formation office prior to First Reconciliation!

Sunday Eucharist is the centerpiece of life as a Catholic. Please make every effort to develop a practice of coming to
Mass with your children each week, both now and after they receive their first Communion. Just as we provide our
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children daily with food at our table, we cannot fail to provide them weekly with food that will sustain them for life — the
presence of Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament.

Parent Meetings: There will be a parent informational meeting in October and another in January- students attend also.
These are REQUIRED meetings for parents of students who will receive First Reconciliation and First Eucharist during this
school year. At least one parent must attend the meeting, if not both. Parent involvement, deadlines, forms, activities,
and the retreat are a few of the details we will discuss.

Parent Education: We are so lucky to have a parish subscription to Formed.org. We will use this platform to provide a

wonderful Adult Education opportunity.

Family Follow-up: Please take the time after each class to talk with your child about what they learned in class. Your
child will bring home materials to help you with this. You will also receive information from Andy via email to help you
review the week and prepare for the coming weekend. These are a wonderful way to reinforce the information your
child is getting in class. Students will be asked to turn homework in throughout the year.

Sacrament Retreats: Retreats are a REQUIRED part of the program. Please make every effort to be sure your child and
you, as parents, participate fully in these events while you are there.

o First Eucharist Retreat: This retreat provides an opportunity for our children to learn about the Eucharist in ways
that they can see, touch, taste and hear. Children make banners to hang on their individual pews at the First
Eucharist celebration as well as other activities expressing the importance of this occasion.

e First Reconciliation Retreat: This retreat provides an opportunity to come away and encounter Jesus in His love,
mercy and forgiveness. The students will spend the morning exploring the prayers, principles, and meaning of
Reconciliation.

Attire for Sacrament Ceremonies: Our dress often denotes the importance we attach to a particular occasion. Parents
will want to convey to their child that the sacraments are a sacred encounter with the Lord. It is also being celebrated
within a group setting. Wearing one’s “Sunday best” is a good rule to follow. Jeans, sneakers, athletic attire, t- shirts
(however creative) are unacceptable choices. Girls may wear dresses or skirts. Boys should wear dress trousers, dress
shirt and tie, or suit. For First Communion, it is traditional, though not required, for girls to wear white dresses.

Other important days- In order to encourage the best possible sacramental experience as well as to engage your child

more firmly in a life of faith, we have set aside some extra special weekends at which we ask for all students and their
family to be present. These days are REQUIRED as part of the Sacramental program. Please mark your calendars ahead
of time so you and your family may be present! Those days are as follows (dates can be found on the yearly calendar):

e Enrollment for First Reconciliation and First Communion - This Rite of Enrollment ceremony marks the

beginning of a “journey of faith” for children and their parents who are starting the sacramental formation
process. It is also a sign to the larger community that all of us have a role in the formation of anyone in the
parish. Likewise, it shows children and their families that they are part of the larger faith community. The
members of the parish community provide prayer and support which is needed for the children, their families,
and their catechists throughout the formation period.

e Bread Partners/sacrament activity- This is an opportunity for a parishioner to pray with and for your child as

they prepare for First Communion. Bread is a significant symbol in the Church and the sharing of bread means
life. This is a special opportunity for your child to share faith and life with another in the parish community. You
bring homemade bread or purchased bread and it is blessed at Mass and then your child shares it with a
parishioner who then becomes their prayer partner. It is a beautiful opportunity for intercessory prayer!
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Following Mass on this day the students work together with the 11*" graders who are also preparing for a
sacrament. This is the sacrament of confirmation. While students are working on a project together parents
have a wonderful opportunity to spend time with Lyn taking a deeper dive into the Liturgy. This a such a great
way for you to be remined of the beaty of the Eucharist, of the Mass and all that it means to us as Catholics so
that you are better equipped to share this with your child as they are joining you around the Table of the Lord
for the very first time in April.

For questions concerning any other parts of the program, please refer to the directory page of the handbook for phone

numbers and emails.

A full list of dates to be aware of throughout this important sacrament year will be available.

Students must complete 1st grade prior to participation in 2nd grade and Sacramental Preparation.

."

S\l'
)

" Reconciliation

12



Class Information

Elementary Classes:

Children will gather on Wednesdays following school until 4:30. St. Mary Church is fortunate to have committed
volunteer catechists who share their time and talents with our children on a weekly basis. We always welcome parent
volunteers to participate more fully in our program. Each class would ideally have a lead teacher and an aide or two in
each classroom. All volunteers are required to complete a “Safe Environment” training class and to complete a
background check.

Catechists present material from The Augustine Institute. https://overview.wordoflifeseries.org/

Elementary Retreats:

Our second-grade children participate in two retreats as part of their Sacramental preparation. Other grades the
expectation is to attend at least one retreat each year when they are offered. This is a GREAT way to learn about their
faith outside the usual classroom learning setting. We hope that you will understand the benefits of retreats for your
child.

Middle School Classes:

We are excited to share that our middle school faith formation program will be using materials
from Life Teen - Edge curriculum. Edge is designed specifically for middle school youth and
helps them grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ and their understanding of the Catholic
faith in a way that is engaging, relevant, and rooted in Church teaching. Each session includes
dynamic teaching, small group discussion, prayer, and opportunities for students to connect
their faith to everyday life.

e We will use these resources during our social 30 minutes 6-6:30 before class as well.

e Want to join us in our mission to share Jesus with the youth of St. Mary Church? Talk to

Andy, we could really use your help.

High School Grades 9 & 10 - First Sunday of the Month October - April

This year in our high school faith formation program, we’re excited to offer Altaration: The Mystery of the Mass

Revealed!

o It helps teens understand the Mass in a deeper way
Altaration focuses on revealing the meaning behind what happens at Mass—especially the Eucharist—
so teens don’t just “go through the motions,” but begin to understand why it matters.

e [It’s designed to engage both the heart and the mind
The program uses high-quality videos, powerful speakers, and discussion to spark curiosity, invite
questions, and inspire faith. Its goal is not just information, but real transformation in how teens see and
experience the Mass.

e It encourages active participation in the faith
Altaration aims to help teens move from passive attendance to active, meaningful participation—helping
them grow in a lifelong love for the Mass and their relationship with Jesus.
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We are also excited to offer Connected: Catholic Social Teaching for This Generation
Connected offers a unique presentation that blends glimpses of Catholic organizations at work in the world
today, with accessible and attractive explanations of Church teaching, as well as engaging stories of the saints.

This combination cuts through the noise to touch the hearts and enlighten the minds of your teens.

We can’t wait to walk this journey with them!

Confirmation Preparation: First Sunday of the month

Confirmation is a mix of class and field work. We look at Confirmation as a way to model what the rest of your
life as an active Catholic should be; attending church, learning, reaching out to others and so on. Confirmation
prep takes place throughout the students HS classes 9th — 11th grade. Confirmation will then take place in the
fall of the student’s Senior year. Confirmation Prep will include a retreat, informational parent and sponsor
meetings, a service component, as well as a student journal. Candidates will work closely with their sponsor
to prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

“...Confirmed by the gift of the Spirit, that they give witness to Christ by lives built on faith
andlove...”
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FAITH FORMATION DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE

RATIONALE
The discipline plan of St. Mary Faith Formation Program:
o promotes the well-being and safety of all students and staff.
protects the right of every catechist to teach and every student to learn.
maintains the dignity, worth, sacredness, and value of each person.
includes appropriate and timely communications with parents.
fosters personal responsibility and accountability of actions by students and staff.
exemplifies Gospel values particularly that of love.

BASIC PRINCIPLES

Students do not have the right to prevent the teacher from teaching or stop other students from learning.
Each time a student breaks a rule there is a consequence. Students are made aware of the behavior
expectations for positive behavior and the consequences to stop misbehavior according to their age/grade
level. The Director has the right to ask parents for whatever assistance is necessary to maximize their
potential influence with a student.

IMPLEMENTATION

What follows are the classroom rules which will be standard in each classroom:
o students show respect for the teacher, classmates and building at all times in actions and words
e students speak when called on by the teacher (or given permission)
¢ students keep hands, feet, and objects to themselves.

A student attending St. Mary Faith Formation Program is coming to learn more about their faith.
Therefore, appropriate behavior conducive to learning will be enforced. If a student consistently displays
poor behavior (behavior that does not allow the students to learn or the catechist to teach), the following
procedure will be followed.

Catechists will:

1) Give the student one warning in a clear and direct manner. “Peter, raise your hand instead of
shouting when you have something to say.”

2) If they do not stop give them a second warning. “Peter, raise your hand if you have something to
say so that others in the class have a chance to share.”

3) If the behavior continues, send a student to find Andy to come assist you or send the student out to
talk with Andy.

4) If the behavior is not corrected with these steps the next step is to contact the parents and
potentially set up a meeting.
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POLICIES

ABSENCES: If a student cannot attend class, please call the Faith Formation office at 582-7712 Ext
206 or email Andy at andy.kruger@stmarychurches.org before the student’s class begins. If you do
not notify us of an absence, we may call you to follow up.

We understand that many young people are involved in after-school activities that may cause them
to miss class or enter late. In the past we have worked well with the public schools of Winneconne
regarding practice times and other activities being scheduled after 6pm on Wednesday evenings. As
parents, it is your responsibility to set the priorities for Wednesday evenings during the program
year. When doing so, please keep in mind that there are volunteer catechists who have spent
several hours planning a session for your children, based on the number of people enrolled in their
class. Coming late to class, or not at all, is disruptive to the management of our program
and is not fair to the catechist who gives freely of his/her time to assist you with your
child’s Faith Formation

ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE: All students will enter the building through the east door located on 3rd
Avenue. Every effort will be made to dismiss the classes on time. We insist that you come inside
to pick up your child in 1st grade through 5t grade. This is a safety measure for you and your
children. Please take time to get to know your child’s teacher. They give their time and talent to

help your child grow in their faith, please acknowledge that.

EARLY DISMISSAL: If a student needs to be excused from classes early, we ask that the student
be picked up from the classroom. This is a safety measure for your child, you, and also for us.
PERSONAL OR HEALTH PROBLEMS: Information about learning disabilities, physical handicaps,
allergies, or other medical problems, which may affect your child’s ability to participate, should be
reported to the Coordinator of Faith Formation. This information will be kept confidential and only
shared with the catechist, if necessary. It should be noted that the staff of the Faith Formation
Program are not allowed to give any medications to students without parental permission; and are
not responsible for administering medications that require the use of injections, inhalers, etc.
COMMUNICATION: We believe that parents are a vital part of the Faith Formation program;
therefore, we will make every effort to let you know what is happening in the program. Please check
with your child for communications which may be sent home with them. Each ES child will have a
folder that we ask comes to class each week with the child. Please make sure to check it and
complete any work that might come home. This is a great way to reinforce what your child is learning
in the classroom. Please take time to look at the materials that come home and talk about them with
your child.

Other major avenues of communication are via e-mail, our Website: Www.stmarychurches.org or our

Facebook page St. Mary Catholic Church Winneconne -- all great ways to stay
connected. Feel free to call me, anytime, if you have questions, comments, or suggestions regarding
any aspect of the program.

*Email will be used for communication whenever possible as well as Team Reach.

TEXTBOOKS: Children in grades 1-5 utilize a workbook for lessons. Children will have a
folder that travels from home to class each week. The folder can contain work done in class, journal
entries, notes to parents, and homework that needs to be returned to class the next week. This will
be a great tool for communication if it is used. Please develop a habit of placing the folder in your
16
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child’s school bag on Wednesdays...but first please make sure to look at the materials that are
coming home and removing them. Students get rewarded for bringing their folders back to class but
not if the previous week’s materials are still in there. This tells us you have not looked at the
materials yet with them.

Middle or high school (9-10) youth will not have books to bring home every week. Your
involvement and interest in what they are doing in the program is vital to their faith formation and
spiritual growth. Be interested in what they are doing at Church and ask questions that require more
than a yes or no answer.

Mass Attendance: This is a great follow-through to what your child learns in their Faith Formation
class. Attending mass together is a way to share in your faith together.

Volunteer Opportunities:
There are so many ways to help. Talk to Andy to find a way that works for you!!

Virtus training is required of all classroom volunteers. Contact us early if you think you are interested
in becoming involved in this ministry with children and youth.

Have you ever wondered where the term “tithe” came
from?

Giving to the church to support all that it does is not a new thing. The church over
millennia has been able to serve God’s people in many ways. With your commitment to
tithing to St. Mary Church we can continue to provide outreach and services (and
keep the lights on).

Genesis 14:19-20

And he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And
praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a
tenth of everything.

Genesis 14:19-20 is a verse on giving that tells the story of Abram (later renamed Abraham)
giving a tithe, or a tenth, of all his possessions to Melchizedek, the priest of God Most High.

This offering verse is significant because it's one of the earliest examples of tithing in the Bible.
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5t. Mary Church, Winneconne
210 Pleasant Drive
P.Q. Box 487
Winneconne, WI 54986-0487
Ph. 920-582-7712

Direct Payment Authorization

I {We) hereby authorize __St. Mary. Winneconne _, hersinafter called COMPANY, to initiate
debit entries to my (our)

Select One
[] Checking Account |:| Savings Account

indicated below at the depository financial institution named below, hereinafter called
DEPOSITORY, I (We) acknowledge that the origination of ACH transactions to my (our) account
musk comply with the provisions of U.S. law. T (We) further acknowledae by slaning this
authorization I (We) are bound to the National Automated Clearing House Association’s (NACHA)
Cperating Rules., ‘

mﬁmun — — S r— am.ml-_.-lér

Financial Institution Address Financial Institution Fhone Number

City State Zp
Fimancial Institution Routing Mumber T “Yaur Acoount Number
Authorized Payment Frequency (Weekly, Bi-weekly, or Manthly) = PLEASE CIRCLE FREQUENCY

This authorization Is to remain in full force and effect until COMPANY has received written
notification from me (or either of us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to
afford COMPANY and DEPOSITORY a reasonable opportunity to act on it.

Accounthelder Signature - Aeeeumihelcer Signature

Arcountholder Printed Name Accounthalder Printed Mame

Triternal Use Oy

Date Received __ "/ Date Input [/ f

Received By Inpast By



2026-2027

Faith Formation Stewardship Opportunities
St. Mary Church, Winneconne

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Thank you for volunteering to help in our Faith Formation Program!

____Catechist
Job Description: Prepare and present a weekly
lesson to young people. Share faith under the
constant guidance and support of our
coordinator. Time commitment averages 2.5
hours a week for ES and 5 hours a month for
MS/HS. This includes preparation and class.

ES MS HS

Misc. assistance
Job Description: Assist Coordinator during
Wednesday classes with support services.
Room monitor, parking lot monitor, office
assistance, project helper, etc.

As needed

Catechist-Substitute
Job Description: Be available to present a
prepared lesson to young people when the
regular catechist is not available.
ES MS HS

Special Events Chaperone/Helper

On call basis
Retreats
Youth Ministry Events

Catechist Aide
Job Description: Assist catechists with the
students during class time.

ES MS HS

Pray for children throughout the year.
Yes

Prayer Helper
Be available one Wednesday a month to work
with ES children learning their prayers.

“Misc” Help

__ Baking for an event

__ Art work for specific project
Instrumental Help

I would like to help out. Keep me in
mind during this time:
Or for this event:

Other talents you would be willing to
share:

The Principles of Catholic Stewardship of Time, Talents, and Treasure:
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” (Peter 4:10)

The word “stewardship” refers to the Catholic approach to the gifts that God has bestowed upon us.
Stewardship is living out a commitment to be Christ-centered rather than self-centered. Profound
gratitude, justice and love become the fundamental motives for giving back to God. Everything that God
has given to us is intended to serve the divine plan. Therefore, our life is to be lived in gratitude toward
God. In a variety of ways, we as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, share out time, talents, and treasure to

build up the Church and make our world a better place.
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“The promotion of the practice of stewardship is important for the mission of the Church and for the spiritual
well-being of each individual Christian. Everyone benefits from the sacrificial gift one makes of his time, talent,
and treasure.” - Pope Benedict XVI

VIRTUS TRAINING

All employees of the Catholic Diocese of Green Bay and its local representatives; all Priests, Deacons, and
Seminarians; and any volunteer, age 18 and over, who have direct contact with children, youth, and vulnerable
adults are required to attend a VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children Adult Awareness Session and complete an
approved criminal background check.

The staff of St. Mary’s Faith Formation Program recommends that every parent attend one of the VIRTUS
Adult Awareness Sessions. It is important to hear the information from this session so that you can be equipped
with the tools necessary to protect your own children from the possibility of sexual abuse. Even if you don’t
plan on volunteering in our program, we urge you to register to attend the awareness sessions. Being safe is
better than being sorry later. As adults, we have a responsibility to protect our children, becoming aware of the
signs and signals of suspected abuse and possible abusers is the first step. Do it for your children.

An online option is now available! This makes it super easy to complete.
https://www.gbdioc.org/protecting-our-children/virtus

If you plan to volunteer to work with children at St. Mary’s Parish, you will need to fill out a Volunteer
eAppsDB form; ie. complete a background check. To find this form, go to the gbdioc.org site and again select
Protecting Our Children, this time click on Background check from the dropdown menu..

Choose Volunteer Applicants eAppsDB

Application type: volunteer

You will need an access code: gbdioc.04 (zero four)

You will need to follow the directions for creating a user ID and password

Once you have completed all the information click on the REGISTER BUTTON. You will receive a
message that indicating registration was successful.

Click on the “click here’ to login and continue with your application.

Re-enter your user ID and password and click ‘Login’ to continue.

You will arrive at the Application Overview for Volunteer screen.

The required fields will be listed to the right, click on each field individually and fill out all required
information. Click save when you are finished, and go to the next field.

When you have completed all the required fields, click on the SUBMIT APPLICATION BUTTON
You will be directed back to the log on screen, use your user name and ID to continue to register for a
VIRTUS session.

VV VVVV VVVVY

Safe Environment for Middle School and High School

https://www.gbdioc.org/safe-environment/66-teaching-boundaries-and-safety-guide-english/file

Video for 6-8==https://www.dropbox.com/sh/yo3rvzhzln2g2ad/AAC3jigQiN1fb4b5-w DkjERa?dI=0&preview=ENG-
PWR+to+P-6-8.mp4

Video for 9-11==https://www.dropbox.com/sh/yo3rvzhzln2g2ad/AAC3jigQiN1fb4b5-w DkjERa?dI=0&preview=ENG-
PWR+to+P-9-12.mp4
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Family Commitment Prayer

Loving Father,

In every age you have revealed yourself to us;
through the gift of creation, through your
covenants
with our ancestors, through the teachings of
the prophets.

In the fullness of time,
you spoke your ultimate Word to us: Jesus
Christ, your
Son and our Lord.
Through his life, death, and Resurrection, you

showed

us how to love as you love, to live as your
children.

In this coming year,
help us to join catechists and ministers in this
community in living our response to Jesus’
question,
“Who do you say that | am?”

Through the Holy spirit,
strengthen us to be joyful disciples.
We commit ourselves to pray daily, to share
the Good

News of salvation, and to use the gifts you give
us for

the benefit of our parish, community, and the
world.

Amen!

Covenant of Discipleship

Knowing that Jesus Christ died that | might have
eternal life, | hereby pledge myself to be his
disciple, witness to his saving grace, and seek to
follow his teachings under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

We, the family,
faithfully pledge our time, our skills, our
resources, and our strength to help us Discover
and Follow Jesus more deeply.

e Share Jesus with others through good
Christian example.

e Attend Sunday and Holy Day Masses.

e We will pray each day, privately and as a
family.

e Be an active part of my child’s learning by
asking what was learned in class, going
through the family pages together, and
teaching basic prayers at home.

e We will give, at least monthly, a financial
contribution to St. Mary Church.

e Actively participate in programs, including
parent meetings, retreats, family nights,
parish events, and volunteer
opportunities in the program.

WE AS FAMILY, MAKE OUR. COMMITMENT, TRUSTING IN THE
GRACE OF GOD TO GIVE US THE WILL AND STRENGTH TO
KEEP THIS COVENANT.

DATE:
SIGNATURES BELOW:

Media Release Form English Child FILLABLE.pdf

This is a fillable form. When using this document online it is an active link.
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Please fill out this form online or the hard copy on the next two pages.

Return to Andy Krueger or fill out online and return to:
Andy.krueger@stmarychurches



